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December 22, 20109

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Christmas 2019
To the People of God of the Diocese of Rockville Centre:

In his December 1, 2019 Apostolic Letdmirabile Signum: Othe Meaning and Importance
of the Nativity Sceneur Holy Father Pope Francis writes:

AThe nativity scene is |ike a |Iiving C
wish to encourage the beautiful family tradition of prepgrthe nativity scene in the
days before Chstmas, but also the custom of setting it up in the workplace, in schoc
hospitals, prisons and tovaguares.

Great imagination and creativity is always shown in employing the most diverse
materialsto create small masterpieces of beauty. As children, we learrofroparents
and grandparents to carry on this joyful tradition, which encapsulates a wealth of popt
piety. It is my hopethat this customwill neverbe lost and that, whereverit hasfallen

i to disuse, it can be discovered and revivex

The Holy Father captures so poignantly how we creatively share our Catholic faith generatio
generation through the Nativity sets hamng
our parishes and our public squares.

He also captures how the poor, the outcast, the ignored, the forgotten and the vulnerable t
privileged place in every Nativity scene:
scene remind us that God became man for the sake of thoseeelhmost in need of his love
and who ask him to dr aandhontbleinh & ar tth e(mMt Jl
in poverty and led a simple life in order to teachtwsecognize what is essential and to ac
accordingly. The nativity scendearly teaches that we cannot let ourselves be fooled by wea
andfleeting promisesof happiness.We seeH e r opdlaceain the backgroundclosedanddeaf

to thetidingsof joy. By beingbornin a manger,God himselflauncheghe only true revolution
that can give hopeand dignity to the disinheritedand the outcast:the revolution of love, the
revolution of tenderness. From the manger, Jesus proclaims, in a meek yet powerful way
need for sharing with the poor as the path to a more human anmddtat@rlid in which no one
isexcludedomar gi nal i zed. 0

As we celebrate the joy of Christmas and the power and presence of the Prince of Peace

families, in the Church and in the World, we realize at the same time that the Christmas Cril
neverbe separated from the agony of Cal var yi

Post Office Box 9023, Rockville Centre, NY 115910 23 A phone 516 . 6 7 8 bishdpsbfice@dric.arg



Page 5 Fourth Sunday of Advent

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Even as we rejoice this Christmas of 2019, we r
the mentally i1ill, -dbeuméobatd rmmugeastandandnsul
As we pray before the Christmas manger and see

we are compelled tay eaneimbeémren hdd rHnatr neoeoeimve tF
for the miracle of their existence.

We cannot forget this Christmas season the great
passage of the horritf ihca sReepnrsohdruicnteidv ei nHeoa |ltahw Atchte
through abortion wup until the moment of actual

those children who survive abortion.

Toget her, we invoke the power of the Prince of F
and in His call to serve the poor and the most

courage and the voice as the Catholic Church in

the sanctity and the dignity of every human | i fe
We will continue to be fia sign of contradictiono
Human Lif e As i s s ®i daicihtenteh ee afrilriSets tiwmpkr ndoswa ho frCdt mhie
AnThere are two Ways, one of Life and one of Deat
Christian faith in favor of the Way of Life and

We will continue to seek the intercession of St.
for the conversion of the public servants who ha
The Cistercian biblical scholar Father Simeon wr
Bet hlehem by his poverty and weakness, is alread

and his glory. o

May our praise and glory of the Prince of Peac:¢
prayerdfedler mi nation to bring the Joy of the Gospe
New York State and throughout the world

Sincerely in Christ,

s> Barioe
Reverend John O. Barres Bishalp
RoCkville Centre

+

1 https://www.drvc.org/wp -content/uploads/2019/02/ReproductiveHealthCareAct.pdf

2 Erasmo Leiva -Merikakis (Fr. Simeon), Fire of Mercy Heart of the World: Meditations on the Gospel
according to St. Matthew Volume 1 (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1996), 76.
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