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 Time, Talent & Treasure 
Stewardship Thought for the Week. 

Pillar of Service: Living Stewardship : 
During Lent, we are called to practice prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving in preparation for Easter Sunday. How can you 
practice almsgiving for those in need in our community 
this Lent? Perhaps you could join others from our parish 

and make a gift to the Catholic Ministries Appeal. 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: We welcome all new parishioners! We 
ask them to register at the Parish Center and encourage the use of 
weekly envelopes. If you are moving, please notify the office. 
 

MARRIAGES: Couples should make arrangements in person at least 
one year in advance for required interview. At least one of the parties 
must live within the parish boundaries or be a registered member of 
the parish. Please call the Parish Center for an appointment. No dates 
will be set over the telephone. 

BAPTISMS: Ideally, prospective parents should call the Parish Center 
before the expected birth to discuss the arrangements for your baptism. 
The ceremony is held the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.  

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE ~ Parish Center:  
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Or call for appointment - 
x131. 

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY ~ Parish Center:  
Tues., Thurs. ~ 10 am –1 pm.  Or call for appointment -  x119. 

Sacrificial Giving 
Thank you to all who so generously give to the support of our parish. 
You are returning to God what God has so generously given to you.  

 

March 12 / 13 
  

  Stewardship Envelopes 
Collected at Mass 6,102      154 
Mailed Envelopes 6,701 80 

Total Collection $12,853 234 

Readings for Next Sunday 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
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First Reading..…….…..Jos 5: 9a, 10-12 

Second Reading ..............2 Cor 5: 17-21 

Gospel…………........Lk 15: 1-3, 11-32 

 

Masses for the Week 
 

Monday - March 21
st 

Blanca Lopez Aliaga 

Tuesday - March 22nd 

Salome Marasigan Andalis 

Wednesday - March 23rd
 

Gerald Pendegar & Frances Alesci 

Thursday - March 24th 

In Thanksgiving for Daily Mass  
Prayer Participants 

Friday - March 25th 

Josephine Comi 

Saturday - March 26th
 

5 pm 

Rev. Chris Aridas 
Marie Di Laurenziio 

Sunday - March 27th 

8 am 
Billy Bray 

John Fiscina 

10 am 
For All St. Margaret’s Parishioners 

12 pm 
Gero Porricelli 
Marion Cotty 

Family members, please resubmit names for those 
who are ill. We will list them for 4 weeks, and then 

remove them unless told otherwise. Please note-
due to privacy issues, we can include names given 

by the individual or a health care proxy only. 
Thank you. 

For all our parishioners suffering from 
chronic illness, as well as  

Patricia Fiscina       Marilyn Vacchio 
Kathy Micheli         John Roucoulet 
Logan Baar         Joseph Dulovic 
Joseph Laria          Terri Persina 
Estelle Beauchamp     Alyssa Baisch 
Eppie Larke         Jillian Brown 
Virginia Butler       Robert J. Heege 
Eric Cohen         Kathleen Weiss 
Lorraine Vogel        Steven Vacchio 
Laura Durant      Joseph De Aguiar 
Frank Guttilla       Robert Valletta 
Joseph Kiely        Sharon Klyn 
Warne Family      Michael C. Liotta 
Anne Logan        Christine Mc Cusker 
Dominic Percoco       Gina Rosenberg 
Laura Positano      De Santis Family 
Patricia Wowk       Natasha Roucoulet 
James Reynolds Jr.     John Reynolds 
  

 
Babies Aubrey & Greyson 

Marie & Tony Caruana 
Veronica Sheridan-Cox 

Wendiann & Nicholas Alfieri 
James & Catherine Reynolds 

Jennifer, John & Olivia Rose Altieri 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

We wish to announce that adult Catholics who have not celebrated the Sacrament of  
Confirmation and wish to do so are going to be able to do just that on Sunday, June 5th at the 12 noon Mass. In 
advance of that day, there will be catechesis offered on Wednesday nights beginning April 27th at 7:30 PM in 
the parish center building. The sessions will last five (5) weeks and conclude on May 25th. If you have not yet 

contacted us, please do so that you may be included in the conferral of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation on the Solemnity of Pentecost. 

We invite any interested adult parishioners who are already confirmed to join us for these sessions.  
We will consider the following topics over the five weeks: Faith, Christ, Church, Sacraments and Morals.  

We anticipate each session going about 75 – 90 minutes.  
 

Msgr. Batule and Fr. Patrick will lead the sessions. 

As you probably could tell, I have been treating the spiritual works of mercy over the last few weeks in my columns. This col-
umn here is on admonishing the sinner. 

It was quite the incident – a clash of Church and State, with the Church represented by a Catholic bishop and the State repre-
sented by the Governor of New York. It took place about 30 years ago and the Bishop was the Most Reverend Austin 
Vaughan, an Auxiliary Bishop in the Archdiocese of New York, warning the Honorable Mario Cuomo, the popular Democrat 
from a jail cell. Warning him about what, you ask. Well, at the time, some deeply committed pro-lifers were blocking en-
trances to women’s clinics where abortions were performed. For their actions, they were arrested and charged with trespass-
ing. When convicted, they were sentenced to jail terms. One of those arrested in 1989 was Bishop Vaughan, and from his jail 
cell a year later, he called out Governor Cuomo, a Catholic, for his pro-choice position on abortion. 

The warning went like this – if you commit a serious sin and you don’t repent of it, you go to hell. The sin in question here of 
course is abortion, its gravity not contested because always and everywhere it violates the Fifth Commandment. Warning is 
not at all extrinsic to pastoring a flock. In fact, it belongs integrally to good pastoral leadership. It surely accords with the pro-
phetic tradition, illustrated best perhaps by Saint John the Baptist who warned Herod that it was not lawful to have his broth-
er’s wife. (cf. Mk 6:18) Here, too, with the warning issued by St. John the Baptist a Commandment’s (that is the Sixth in the 
Decalogue) violation is at stake. 

Still, there was the undeniable shock of the Bishop taking on the Governor. Didn’t he know he’s not supposed to interfere in 
such a controversial issue like abortion? Why didn’t he just mind his own business? How quaint or medieval of the Bishop to 
scold someone publicly! 

Well, the fact is that not all warnings are made publicly; some are made more discreetly. But given that a Governor discharg-
es public duties, there is a need to be commensurate in your way of addressing issues of grave importance. Nevertheless, 
whether the admonishment is public or not, a prior decision must be made to confront the sinful behavior or ignore it.  

Choosing to confront sinful behavior involves courage. It’s so much easier to keep at bay the unpleasantness of reform and 
we thus assume a posture of moral cowardice in many instances. It is only when we summon the courage to face things for 
what they truly are that we are able to advance morally. And when we engage in that type of moral inventory ourselves first, 
then is it possible to warn another that he or she is in some kind of jeopardy. This is somewhat akin to Jesus’ injunction that 
we should remove the wooden beam from our own eye first before removing the splinter from another’s eye. (cf. Matt 7:5)  

Bearing in mind though that the meaning of admonishment is to bring to the attention of another a matter of weighty signifi-
cance and not some minor imperfection, we ought to see our warnings to others from the vantage point of love. Love is not 
blind; it sees. It sees all and it sees all realistically. Admonishment trains the eye on what needs to be converted if indeed we 
are to be pleasing to the Lord in every way. 

Admonishing the sinner requires tact and diplomacy on our part. It means measuring our words lest we harangue against the 
person and fail to invite him or her to that desired conversion. At the same time, our admonishments must be forceful enough 
so that those to whom we are responsible – whether it is a church congregation, a child, a spouse or a peer – cannot fail to 
appreciate the intervention I am making in the service to love. 

Admonishing the sinner is especially difficult in our time because of the privatization of morality. Still, we need to rise to the 
occasion lest we not do right by our brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ. To them, we are responsible and to them we 
offer our help in finding Christ Who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. (cf. Jn 14:6)   

O Lord, give me courage to help turn others away from sin and direct them to the good. 

Msgr. Batule 
Pastor 
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Multiple Job Opportunities at  
Catholic Charities 
For a full list of jobs F/T and P/T, go to 
www.CatholicCharities.cc/jobs. You can respond by 
mail, email, or fax. The website will assist you. 

Vacation Bible School 
Save the Date!  

July 11 ~15, 2022 

St. Sylvester CYO Spring Track  
St. Sylvester CYO Spring Track begins the week of March 
21st.  All boys & girls enrolled in kindergarten through 8th grade 
are eligible.  For info ~Jerry at 631-585-4048;  
jrigoros8@gmail.com or Staci at 631-457-0726; 
sta2100@aol.com  

United Way Scholarship 
United Way of Long Island is pleased to share our scholar-
ship opportunities.. The application is available on our web-
site at www.unitedwayli.org under the education tab.  Appli-
cation deadline is March 31. 2022.  

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays during Lent ~ 7:00 pm 

 
March 25  ~  April 1, 8, 15 

CONFESSIONS 

Wednesdays during Lent ~ 3:00 ~ 4:00 pm 

March 23, 30  ~  April  6 

 
Diocesan Day of Reconciliation 

Monday, April 11  

2:00 ~ 4:00 pm  and  6:00-9:00 pm 

Catholic Relief Services 
Next week our parish will take up the Catholic 
Relief Services Collection. Funds from this 
collection provide food to the hungry, support 
displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love 
and mercy to vulnerable people here and 
abroad. Next week, please give generously to 
the collection and reveal Christ’s Love to 
those most in need. Learn more about the col-
lection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

 

Prayers for our military 
Jaime Ottenwalder, USN 

Anthony Anglikowski, USN 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION INFORMATION  

First Reconciliation workshop will take place on Monday March 21st at 6pm in the church.  
This is a parent child workshop.  

First Reconciliation will take place on Saturday March 26th .  

Group A is at 11:30am Group B is at 1:30pm  

Rehearsal for First Communion Mass is Monday May 2nd Group A is at 5pm Group B is at 6pm. 

First Communion is May 7th ~ Group A is at 11:30am Group B is at 1:30pm  

mailto:jrigoros8@gmail.com
mailto:sta2100@aol.com
http://www.unitedwayli.org
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

As we move closer to Holy Week and Easter, we remind you of the following scheduling matters. 
 

There are rehearsals for the liturgies of the Sacred Triduum. We ask the assigned liturgical ministers, which includes  
deacons, lectors and servers, to attend the rehearsal for the liturgy to which you are assigned. 

 

For the Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on April 14th, the rehearsal is 
Wednesday, April 13

th
 at 4:00 PM in the church. 

 

For the Good Friday Passion of the Lord on April 15th, the rehearsal is  
Wednesday, April 13

th
 at 5:00 PM in the church. 

 

For the Holy Saturday Easter Vigil on April 16th, the rehearsal is  
Saturday, April 16

th
 at 1:30 PM in the church. 

 

We have Morning Prayer on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday at 8:30 AM in the  church.  
We ask you to join us each of those days. There is no Mass in the morning for April 14

th
, 15

th
 and 16

th
. 

 

We ask our ushers to sign up for the liturgies of the Triduum.  
The sign-up sheets are in the ushers’ room on the bulletin board. 

 

Once again, there will be a blessing of food on Holy Saturday (April 16th) at 11:00 AM. In the event of a funeral 
service in the morning at that time, the blessing will take place outdoors (presuming the weather is favorable).  

 

We encourage you to join us on Friday nights at 7:00 PM in the church for Stations of the Cross. We mark the  
Passion and Death of Our Lord with this devotion. It is a good way to maintain our Lenten focus and prepare  

us for the Liturgies of Holy Week. 
 

On the Sunday after Easter (April 24th), the Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday with the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
at 3:00 PM in the church. All are invited to join us. 

 

This is a reminder that a priest is available in the church on most Wednesday afternoons during Lent between 3:00 
and 4:00 PM for those who would like to go to sacramental confession. We are providing this opportunity because 
Lent is a season of penance and for those who are unable to come to the church on Saturday afternoons at 4:00 PM. 

      
Further down the road, in the Easter Season, we will have a May Crowning of the Blessed Mother on  

Sunday, May 8th following the 12 noon Mass. 
 

And in June, on the 19th, when the Church marks the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, there will be a  

Procession with the Blessed Sacrament following the 12 noon Mass. 

Msgr. Batule ~ Pastor 

Guidelines for Fasting & Abstinence 

All Catholics who have reached their 14th year are bound to abstain entirely from meat on all the Fridays of Lent. 

All Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 inclusive are also bound to observe the law of fast on  Good Friday.  

This means limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food between meals. Two other light meals, which together do not 
equal a full meal, may be taken during the day. Those whose work or health would be impaired are excused from fast and abstinence. 

Individual conscience should decide proper cause for excuse. A more serious reason is required to excuse oneself  
Good Friday fast and abstinence. 



©2020 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Non-

commercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scrip-

ture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular con-

tributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com.Free daily email and app available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe. 

Page 6 

Sunday, Mar 20, 2022 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT; FIRST SCRUTINY OF THE ELECT Something to smile about 
The International Day of Happiness celebrated today isn't about wearing a smiley face. This U.N.-sponsored observance has concrete aims: 

to end poverty, reduce inequality, and protect the planet. Certainly that would bring happiness, but how do we attain such lofty goals? Con-

sider 19-year-old Catherine Spaulding (1793-1853), who led six women in the forming of the Sisters of Nazareth in Kentucky. Ready or 

not, Catherine ran a school, orphanage, and nursed the sick during epidemics. Neither age nor inexperience deterred her sisters from an-

swering the needs of their society. Answer this generation's call and discover a reason to smile. TODAY'S READINGS: Year C: Exodus 

3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9 (30). “God called out to him from the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ He answered, ‘Here 

I am.’" 

Monday, Mar 21 LENTEN WEEKDAY Commit to a better world 
The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed annually on this, the anniversary of police in South Africa 

killing 69 people at a peaceful demonstration against apartheid in 1960. All these decades later, the violence of racial discrimination contin-

ues. The catechism instructs Catholics that racism “must be curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God’s design.” This year’s theme is 

“Youth standing up against racism” with a focus on how the pandemic has especially hindered the education and employment prospects of 

young people from minority backgrounds. No matter your age, make a commitment this Lent to help put a stop to racism once and for all. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Kings 5:1-15ab; Luke 4:24-30 (237). “When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury.” 

Tuesday, Mar 22 LENTEN WEEKDAY Let living waters flow 
It’s World Water Day. This U.N. observance shines a light not only on the critical importance of a clean and adequate water supply—so 

essential, it’s a basic human right—but also how it’s endangered. In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis identifies no less than five serious threats to 

our planet’s water supply, some impacting our world right now, particularly among the poor. The 2005 murder of Sister Dorothy Stang, 

SNDdeN, an environmental martyr for her fierce protection of the Amazon and its people, highlights that the global “water wars” have al-

ready begun. Visit the website of the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns for ways you can help. TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 3:25, 

34-43; Matthew 18:21-35 (238). “Deliver us by your wonders, and bring glory to your name, O Lord.” 

Wednesday, Mar 23 MEMORIAL OF TURIBIUS OF MOGROVEJO, BISHOP Time is of the essence 
Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo was a defender of the voiceless. A Spanish missionary to Peru who became archbishop of Lima, he defended 

the rights of the indigenous people who suffered terribly during Spanish colonization. His favorite saying was, “Time is not our own and we 

must give a strict account of it.” Many times, it can be easy to overlook those who are voiceless, to pass them on the street without a second 

thought. But as Saint Turibius taught, our time on Earth is limited, and we should spend it on the things that matter and can make a differ-

ence. Today, notice those around you who may not have a voice and reflect on how you can help them to be heard. Take a step toward do-

ing so. TODAY'S READINGS: Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew 5:17-19 (239). “Whoever obeys and teaches these commandments will be 

called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.” 

Thursday, Mar 24 LENTEN WEEKDAY Live your truth 
Truth-telling is a central tenet of Judeo-Christian ethics. Today is World Day for Truth Concerning Human Rights, a focus that is essential 

because the loss of human rights is often built on lies stripping a group of people of their God-given dignity. Like so many Christian virtues, 

truth and honesty in the social sphere begin in small ways, with individuals living lives of personal integrity and then expecting the same of 

their leaders. As Saint Augustine says, "The greatest kindness one can render to any person is leading him to truth." TODAY'S READ-

INGS: Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23 (240).  “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” 

Friday, Mar 25 SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD; NO ABSTINENCE REQUIRED  

Pregnant with possibilities 
Mary’s pregnancy seems to get the fast track: Annunciation, Visitation, and then boom, it’s Christmas. But the Solemnity of the Annuncia-

tion is exactly nine months before Christmas, honoring the natural process of pregnancy. There are not many visibly pregnant Marys in 

Catholic iconography, but a few stand out. In the Americas, there’s Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, with Mary wearing a black sash custom-

ary for pregnant indigenous women. In Europe, you’ll find Madonna del Parto, often depicted with a book on her belly, an illusion to the 

Word of God embodied in her womb. These images have been open to many interpretations from the truth of the Incarnation to the im-

portant role of women in salvation history. What do the images of Mother Mary inspire in you? TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-14; 

8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 (545). “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son.” 

Saturday, Mar 26 LENTEN WEEKDAY The heart of mercy 
We hear a lot about sacrifice during Lent. Not so much about mercy. Yet as the Lord reminds us in today’s responsorial psalm (51), “It is 

mercy I desire, and not sacrifice.” In a sense, mercy requires its own “giving up” activity. Giving up on getting our way, on keeping score, 

on getting even. Saint Thomas Aquinas defined mercy as the “compassion in our hearts.” Let mercy, the love beating within, be your Len-

ten offering.  TODAY'S READINGS: Hosea 6:1-6; Luke 18:9-14 (242). “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the one 

who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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Upcoming Bereavement Support Program 

Offered at St. Mary, East Islip 

Eight Week Group beginning Tuesday, March 15, at 7pm 

Support Groups are opened to anyone who has suffered a loss at least three months prior to the start of the 
group.  Loss must have occurred prior to Dec 15, 2021.  There is no cost but a commitment to attend each 
meeting throughout the program is required.  Groups are offered in a closed and confidential setting with 
highly trained facilitators and limited to 13 people.  All Covid CDC guidelines will be properly adhered.                    

Pre-registration is required   Call 631-581-4266 ext. 125 to register 

 

You Are Invited 

NORTHERN ITALY & 

ALPINE EUROPE 

With The Passion Play                         
in Oberammergau, Germany 

(postponed from 2020) 

11 DAYS: July 17 – 27, 2022 

Visiting: Milan, Turin, Padua, Venice, Bolzano, 

Innsbruck, Munich, Rothenburg, Frankfort 

Hosted by                                                                                                                     

FR. JIM WOOD & SR. PHYLLIS ESPOSITO 

$4536 p/p from NEW YORK  
(Air/land tour $3871                                                        

plus $665 government taxes/airline surcharges)  

Price Includes: R/T airfare from NY, first class/select 

hotels in each city, guesthouses in Oberammergau 

with Category 1 seats for Passion Play, most meals, 

comprehensive sightseeing with an English-speaking 

guide and more! 

FOR A BROCHURE & MORE INFORMATION,           

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Fr. Jim: (email) ptrjm1691@yahoo.com               

Sr. Phyllis: (email) pge33@optonline.net     

(phone) 919-273-0884 

BOOKINGS NEEDED AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE.  SINGLE SUPPLEMENT NO 

LONGER AVAILABLE 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
 

To support married couples during this time of social dis-
tancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring 

virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and 
are seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to 9:30pm.  
Couples will explore their individual personality styles, 
improve listening and communication skills, understand 
God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to 
keep their relationship a priority. Registration is 

limited and a $100 application fee is required. For 
more information or to apply, call Chuck & Maria 

Reiss at 631-486-8607 or go to  
https://wwmenyli.org/. 

https://wwmenyli.org/

