Making Disciples through Prayer, Faith Formation and Service
Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekday: (Mon through Fri) 9:00am
Saturday: 5:00pm,
Sunday - 8:00am,10:00am & 12 noon

Confessions:
Saturday - 4:00-4:45 PM in the Church

CONFESSIONS
April 6th ~Wednesday ~ 3:00 ~ 4:00 pm
April 15th ~ Friday, 4:30-5:30 pm

Pastoral Staff
Msgr. Robert Batule -

Pastor

x111

Rev. Patrick Abu-Bonsra - Parochial Vicar
x 116 pabubonsra@saintmargaret.com

Deacons - Dcn Ed Hayes x0
Retired:

Dcn William Kogler,
Dcn Biagio Muratore

Parish Center Office – Receptionist x0
Julie Burtoff, Admin Assistant x133
jburtoff@saintmargaret.com

Diocesan Day of Reconciliation
Monday, April 11
2:00 ~ 4:00 pm and 6:00-9:00 pm

Faith Formation Office
Jackie Mirenda, Coordinator x131
Jmirenda@saintmargaret.com

Music Ministry
Dr. Daniel Crews, Director x117
dcrews@saintmargaret.com

Parish Outreach
Outreach@saintmargaret.com x119

Holy Angels Regional Catholic School
Patchogue, NY 631-475-0422
Jeannine Stewart, Principal

April 3, 2022
Phone: (631) 732-3131
Parish Office

Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Friday ~ 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fax (631) 732 - 8827

www.saintmargaret.com

81 COLLEGE ROAD  SELDEN  NY 11784-2813
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Time, Talent & Treasure
Stewardship Thought for the Week.
Pillar of Service: Living Stewardship :
In the Second Reading, Paul states that knowing Christ and
being a believer has made everything else second in his life.
This Lenten season, share your faith with someone (your
children, your spouse, your friends) and show them (through
your words and actions) how much Christ means to you.

Masses for the Week
Monday - April 4th
Richard Schineis
Tuesday - April 5th
Alec Calderon
Wednesday - April 6th
MaryJane Kogler
Thursday - April 7th
Fran Lanza

Sacrificial Giving

Thank you to all who so generously give to the support of our parish.
You are returning to God what God has so generously given to you.

Friday - April 8th
Natalie Nizza
Saturday - April 9th

March 26 / 27

For All St. Margaret’s Parishioners
Sunday - April 10th

Collected at Mass
Mailed Envelopes
Total Collection

Stewardship
7,047
6,722
$
13,769

Envelopes
192
76
268

Readings for Next Sunday
Palm Sunday
First Reading..……........….....Is 50: 4-7
Second Reading ..................Phil 2: 6-11
Gospel…………….…..Lk 22:14-23:56

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: We welcome all new parishioners! We
ask them to register at the Parish Center and encourage the use of
weekly envelopes. If you are moving, please notify the office.
MARRIAGES: Couples should make arrangements in person at least
one year in advance for required interview. At least one of the parties
must live within the parish boundaries or be a registered member of
the parish. Please call the Parish Center for an appointment. No dates
will be set over the telephone.
BAPTISMS: Ideally, prospective parents should call the Parish Center
before the expected birth to discuss the arrangements for your baptism.
The ceremony is held the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
FAITH FORMATION OFFICE ~ Parish Center:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Or call for appointment x131.
PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY ~ Parish Center:
Tues., Thurs. ~ 10 am –1 pm. Or call for appointment - x119.

5 pm
8 am

Anthony Pillittier
Natalie Nizza
10 am

Special Intentions Tyler Beljour
Special Intentions Kristof Chelminski &
Stanislaw Malinowski
12 pm

Maryann Rocco
Salvatore & Joseph Borruso
For all our parishioners suffering from
chronic illness, as well as
Patricia Fiscina
Kathy Micheli
Logan Baar
Joseph Laria
Estelle Beauchamp
Eppie Larke
Virginia Butler
Eric Cohen
Lorraine Vogel
Laura Durant
Frank Guttilla
Joseph Kiely
Warne Family
Anne Logan
Dominic Percoco
Laura Positano
Patricia Wowk
James Reynolds Jr.

Marilyn Vacchio
John Roucoulet
Joseph Dulovic
Terri Persina
Alyssa Baisch
Jillian Brown
Robert J. Heege
Kathleen Weiss
Steven Vacchio
Joseph De Aguiar
Robert Valletta
Sharon Klyn
Michael C. Liotta
Christine Mc Cusker
Gina Rosenberg
De Santis Family
Natasha Roucoulet
John Reynolds

Babies Aubrey & Greyson
Marie & Tony Caruana
Veronica Sheridan-Cox
Wendiann & Nicholas Alfieri
James & Catherine Reynolds
Jennifer, John & Olivia Rose Altieri
Family members, please resubmit names for those
who are ill. We will list them for 4 weeks, and then
remove them unless told otherwise. Please notedue to privacy issues, we can include names given
by the individual or a health care proxy only.
Thank you.

Page 3

Contemplation is an exercise whereby we reflect upon a mystery of faith and thereby deepen our union with God. There is a
long tradition of it in Catholicism and it is recommended that Catholics of all types and temperaments use it as an aid to growing in holiness.
In his first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est (2005), Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI asks us to contemplate the pierced side of Christ.
In the Gospel of Saint John, the evangelist describes how a soldier thrust a lance into the side of Jesus as He hung upon the
Cross. (cf. Jn 19:34) And out of this wound, there flowed blood and water. (cf. Jn 19:34)
The depiction by the evangelist of blood and water flowing from the pierced side of the Lord was a rich source of contemplation for the Church Fathers. They saw the water representing Baptism and the blood representing the Eucharist. We are saved
by the water of Baptism and the Blood of Christ, each of them originating in the Passion of Jesus.
One contemporary theologian, Juan De Dios Larru, a Spaniard, sees the pierced side of the Lord as indicating that love is not
vanquished by suffering. He writes that “the opened side of the New Adam gives birth to a new creation. The love that Christ
reveals to us is not impassive; it is a love that knows suffering. Christ’s heart, wounded by a lance, is opened to become the
inexhaustible source of love’s vitality.” Suffering, then, does not reduce love but builds it up.

We know this of course personally because it arrives by way of an encounter. It is not present to us by an ethical choice, but an
encounter with a person who gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction. We have encountered Christ in Baptism and the
Eucharist and we are, as Saint Paul says, new creations. (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17) Through contemplation, it is thus possible for us to
appreciate anew that we have been transformed.
We always insist that the transformation is not owing to anything we have done. Nonetheless, what Christ has done for us calls
for a response. A French theologian, Jean Laffitte, remarks that there is “a primacy to the gift received but an invitation does
require a response.” An Italian theologian, Livio Melina, holds that “[c]ontemplating the Cross of Christ, the summit of love,
one sees the liberating nature of Christian truth, which does not impose itself, but humbly proposes itself to the freedom of
man, waiting for a response.”
As we mark the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we contemplate our response to the utter gratuitousness of Christ’s love. Perhaps no one
has a better measure of a response than Saint John of the Cross, the 16 th century Spanish mystic who wrote, “In the twilight of
our lives, all that matters is that we have loved.”
The primacy of love is noted by Saint Paul in the New Testament. In his First Letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle to the
Gentiles writes “so faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor. 13:13) Saint Paul leads this
section of his Letter by saying he is going to show a more excellent way. (cf. 1 Cor. 12:31)
Love is indeed the more excellent way. Thus, as we get ready to enter Holy Week, we call to mind the love which the Son so
manifestly offers us in His Passion. To endure suffering out of love is redemptive, and this redemptive love is what Jesus lives
out for each one of us when He enters Jerusalem and lays down His life for us on the Cross.
Let us contemplate this week that question Our Lord put to two of the apostles – James and John – when they asked to be seated on the left and right in Jesus’ glory: “Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am
baptized? “(Mk 10:38)
Make us ready, Lord, to drink that cup in imitation of You.
Msgr. Batule
Pastor

From the Pastor’s Desk
We are getting closer to Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum. With that in mind, I ask all of our parishioners to
consider joining with us on Holy Thursday night for the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on April 14th at
8:00 PM. Following that Mass, the Blessed Sacrament will be available in the church for personal adoration.
There is a sign-up book in the vestibule.
The time for adoration is from the close of the Mass until midnight.
Let us know if you can spend one hour with the Eucharistic Lord on the night we commemorate
Jesus’ institution of the Holy Eucharist.
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Stations of the Cross

Holy Week Services

Fridays during Lent ~ 7:00 pm

Confession, Monday ~ April 11
2:00-4:00 PM & 6:00-9:00 PM

Holy Thursday ~ April 14
8:30 AM—Morning Prayer
8:00 PM — Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Vigil before the Blessed Sacrament until Midnight

Good Friday ~ April 15

April 8, 15

8:30 AM—Morning Prayer
11:00 AM — Children’s Stations of the Cross
3:00 PM — Passion of the Lord
4:30 –5:30 PM –Confession
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross

Children’s Stations
of the Cross
Friday, April 15th

Holy Saturday ~ April 16

11:00 am in the Church

8:30 am—Morning Prayer
11:30 AM — Blessing of the Food
8:00 PM — Easter Vigil

Easter Food Blessing

Easter Sunday ~ April 21
Church ~ 8:00 & 10:00 AM &12:00 Noon

Blessing of the Easter food and
baskets will be on Holy Saturday, April 16th at
11:00 am in the Church. Please be on time.

Divine Mercy Novena
The Novena will begin on Good Friday, April 15th after the
8:30 AM Morning Prayer and after the 3:00 PM Passion.
Holy Saturday will be after the 8:30 Morning Prayer.
Palm Sunday you may do private.
Daily Novena will be after morning Mass

Divine Mercy Sunday
April 24th ~ 3 PM in the Church
From the Pastor’s Desk
We wish to announce that adult Catholics who have not celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation and wish to do so are going to be able to do just that on Sunday, June 5th at the 12 noon Mass. In
advance of that day, there will be catechesis offered on Wednesday nights beginning April 27th at 7:30 PM in
the parish center building. The sessions will last five (5) weeks and conclude on May 25th. If you have not yet
contacted us, please do so that you may be included in the conferral of the
Sacrament of Confirmation on the Solemnity of Pentecost.
We invite any interested adult parishioners who are already confirmed to join us for these sessions.
We will consider the following topics over the five weeks: Faith, Christ, Church, Sacraments and Morals.
We anticipate each session going about 75 – 90 minutes.
Msgr. Batule and Fr. Patrick will lead the sessions.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
With Holy Week so near now, we invite all of our parishioners to join us for Mass on Palm Sunday, the Liturgies
of the Triduum and Easter Sunday Mass. See the bulletin for the dates and times of all that is going on in church
between April 10th and April 17th.
Confessions are heard on Monday the 11th of April for several hours during the day and into the evening. We urge
you to use the Sacrament of Penance then or later in the week on Good Friday immediately following the Liturgy of
the Lord’s Passion. See the bulletin for times when the priests are available.
There is no Mass on Saturday the 16th at 5:00 PM. And Confessions are not heard at 4:00 PM on that day, either.
We have Morning Prayer on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday at 8:30 AM in the church.
We ask you to join us each of those days. There is no Mass in the morning for April 14th, 15th and 16th.

Once again, there will be a blessing of food on Holy Saturday (April 16th) at 11:00 AM. In the event of a funeral
service in the morning at that time, the blessing will take place outdoors (presuming the weather is favorable).
We encourage you to join us on Friday nights at 7:00 PM in the church for Stations of the Cross. We mark the
Passion and Death of Our Lord with this devotion. It is a good way to maintain our Lenten focus and prepare
us for the Liturgies of Holy Week.
On the Sunday after Easter (April 24th), the Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday with the Divine Mercy Chaplet
at 3:00 PM in the church. All are invited to join us.
This is a reminder that a priest is available in the church on most Wednesday afternoons during Lent between
3:00 and 4:00 PM for those who would like to go to sacramental confession. We are providing this opportunity because
Lent is a season of penance and for those who are unable to come to the church on Saturday afternoons at 4:00 PM.

Further down the road, in the Easter Season, we will have a May Crowning of the Blessed Mother on
Sunday, May 8th following the 12 noon Mass.
And in June, on the 19th, when the Church marks the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, there will be a
Procession with the Blessed Sacrament following the 12 noon Mass.

Msgr. Batule ~ Pastor

Guidelines for Fasting & Abstinence
All Catholics who have reached their 14th year are bound to abstain entirely from meat on all the Fridays of Lent.
All Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 inclusive are also bound to observe the law of fast on Good Friday.
This means limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food between meals. Two other light meals, which together do not
equal a full meal, may be taken during the day. Those whose work or health would be impaired are excused from fast and abstinence.
Individual conscience should decide proper cause for excuse. A more serious reason is required to excuse oneself
Good Friday fast and abstinence.

Page 6

Sunday, Apr 03, 2022 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT/ THIRD SCRUTINY OF THE ELECT Pause and refresh
We rush through the hours checking items off a to-do list: work and chores, errands and meals, and more. The weekly Sabbath was designed as a pause from the maddening race of accomplishment. Pausing keeps us from making mistakes born of thoughtlessness. Jesus once
asked religious elders to pause and consider their own errors before stoning a woman for hers. Father Edward Hayes (1931-2016) started a
house of prayer in Kansas as a place of spiritual recollection. Pause and pray with Hayes: "May the work of my hands be part of the redemption of the world and its eternal springtime liberation.” TODAY'S READINGS: Year C: Isaiah 43:16-21; Philippians 3:8-14; John
8:1-11 (36). "Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her."

Monday, Apr 04 MEMORIAL OF ISIDORE OF SEVILLE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH The original Wikipedia
Why would Pope John Paul II name a Spanish bishop who lived 1,400 years ago the patron saint of the internet? Because Saint Isidore of
Seville was the equivalent of the internet in his day. A “walking encyclopedia” you might call him. He, in fact, wrote an encyclopedia,
which was used as a textbook for 900 years, as well as a dictionary and a history of the world. And like the World Wide Web, he spread
information everywhere he could—founding schools and requiring seminaries in every diocese. Knowledge is power—pass it on! TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; John 8:12-20 (251). “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

Tuesday, Apr 05 MEMORIAL OF VINCENT FERRER, PRIEST Charity is good medicine
Vincent Ferrer brought healing to a suffering church and world in the early 1400s. The Dominican-order priest used his massive popularity
to end a three-way power struggle over the church’s legitimate pope. People loved Vincent, not just for his preaching but for thousands of
miracles attributed to him—right as Europe was ravaged by war, plague, and famine. “If you truly want to help the soul of your neighbor,”
Vincent preached, “you should approach God first with all your heart. Ask him simply to fill you with charity, the greatest of all virtues;
with it you can accomplish what you desire.” TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30 (252). “The people came to Moses
and said, ‘We have sinned in complaining against the LORD and you.’ ”

Wednesday, Apr 06 LENTEN WEEKDAY Answer your call, no matter the cost
On this day in 1830, James Augustine Healy was born to Michael Healy, an Irish-Catholic immigrant, and Eliza Smith, a mixed-race African-American enslaved person, in central Georgia. Raised as a free person, James was sent to the North for school and later decided to pursue the priesthood. Though most of his peers likely did not know he was black—and James did not announce it—he became the earliestknown African American to be ordained in the Catholic Church, following seminary in Canada and Europe. He also became the first black
bishop and ordinary in the United States when he was named to the Diocese of Portland (Maine) in 1875. He was named a bishop-assistant
to the papal throne two months before his death in the year 1900 and remains an example to all of faithful service to the church. TODAY'S
READINGS: Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; John 8:31-42 (253). “So if the Son frees you, then you will truly be free.”

Thursday, Apr 07 MEMORIAL OF JEAN-BAPTISTE DE LA SALLE, PRIEST Be the change
In the late 1600s Frenchman Jean-Baptiste de La Salle founded the De La Salle Brothers, whose communities and schools are now worldwide. De La Salle's innovative vision emphasized the inherent dignity of the student. He believed that "not only is God so good as to have
created us, but God desires all of us to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Early on, de La Salle battled opponents to his reforms. He never lived to receive official approval for his congregation of teaching brothers, which came nearly six years after his death. Are you called to
uplift a reform or innovation that others oppose? You have a friend in Saint Jean-Baptiste de La Salle. May he pray for us! TODAY'S
READINGS: Genesis 17:3-9; John 8:51-59 (254). “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever keeps my word will never see death.”

Friday, Apr 08 LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE Tap into a higher power
“The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don't have any.” That insight comes from author Alice Walker but
certainly has its roots in scripture. Prophets and evangelists all spoke of the power available to each of us, if only we would access it. But
we often make the mistake of looking for power in money, might, or celebrity, where we eventually find our paths blocked or our dominance fleeting. True and lasting power comes from love—love that is God. As we come to comprehend the breadth and depth of this love,
Saint Paul tells us, we will be “filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19). The ultimate renewable energy—straight from its divine
source—is ours for the taking. TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42 (255). “For he has rescued the life of the
poor from the power of the wicked!”

Saturday, Apr 09 LENTEN WEEKDAY Remember those who gave all
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed by the Nazis on this date in 1945. He was a Lutheran pastor and theologian best known for his book The
Cost of Discipleship, which has become a Christian classic. Ardent in his resistance of the Nazis, he became a target for harassment by the
Gestapo. He fled to safety in the United States but soon returned “to share the trials of this time with my people.” He was arrested, imprisoned, and hanged. A gallery of 20th-century martyrs in Westminster Abbey features Bonhoeffer along with Martin Luther King Jr. and Father Óscar Romero. Few of us are called to the ultimate sacrifice, but all of us are called to remember and revere those who answered that
call.TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 37:21-28; John 11:45-56 (256). “It is better for you that one man should die instead of the people, so
that the whole nation may not perish.”
©2020 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com.Free daily email and app available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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PLEASE bring all donations to the front door of the Parish Center during office hours or bring to the
box in the rear of the Church.

We are in need of: Small Jelly Jars, Jars of Sauce, Egg Noodles & Shelf Stable Milk

A very special THANK YOU to all!

Hands Needed!

Our Music Ministry is in need of someone to assist in placing the words on our screen during Mass. All that is
required is clicking the next screen with one button. Please see Dan, our Music Minister, after Mass or call at
631-732-3131 x117. Prayerfully consider.

Free Covid Test Kits @ Parish Center

Please feel free to come into the Parish Center during office
hours to pick up free test kits. They have been donated
through the office of
Nick Caracappa, Suffolk County Legislator.

Not All Parishioners are able
to get to Church ~ Can you Help?
If you are a Extraordinary Minister with part B training &
could assist in home visits to bring the Eucharist, please
call Julie at 732-3131 x133. Thank you!

Prayers for our military
Jaime Ottenwalder, USN
Anthony Anglikowski, USN

Vacation Bible School
Save the Date!
July 11 ~15, 2022

Please Pray for our
Our First Communion
Children
as they prepare to receive on May 7th
And

Confirmation Candidates
as they prepare for the
Sacrament on May 19th

