
Making Disciples through Prayer, Faith Formation and Service 

April 5, 2026 

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

Weekday: Monday through Friday 9:00AM 

Saturday: 8:30AM, 5:00PM 

Sunday: 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 12:00NOON 

Confessions 

Saturday: 4:00-4:45PM in the church or by appointment 

 
St. Margaret of Scotland Parish Center 

81 College Road 
Selden, NY  11784 

(631) 732-3131 
 

Msgr. Robert Batule, Pastor 
x111 

 
Rev. Patrick Abu-Bonsra, Parochial Vicar 

x116 pabubonsra@saintmargaret.com 
 

Deacons 
Deacon Ed Hayes – Retired 

Deacon William Kogler – Retired 
Deacon Biagio Muratore – Retired 

 
Parish Center Office 

Receptionist x0 
 

Adriana Burtoff, Administrative Assistant 
x118 aburtoff@saintmargaret.com 

 
Faith Formation Office 

Jackie Mirenda, Coordinator 
x131 jmirenda@saintmargaret.com 

 
Music Ministry 

Dr. Daniel Crews, Director 
x117 dcrews@saintmargaret.com 

 
Parish Outreach 

x119 outreach@saintmargaret.com 
 

Holy Angels Regional Catholic School 
Jeannine Stewart, Principal 

Patchogue, NY (631) 475-0422 
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 Time, Talent, & Treasure 
Living Stewardship ~ Pillar of Formation: Give thanks 
and glory to God for the Resurrection. This week, spread 
that Paschal joy to all you come across. Let your joy radiate 
to others and invite them to come to know Christ deeply.  

General Intercession: For all the newly baptized Catholics 
and those who came into the Church this weekend during 
the Easter Vigil. We pray to the Lord... 

Masses for the Week 
Monday, April 6 
MaryJane Kogler 

Tuesday, April 7 
Patricia Recupero 

Wednesday, April 8 
Natalie & Luigi Assalone 

Thursday, April 9 
Richard Williams 

Friday, April 10 
Edward Kelly 

Saturday, April 11 
8:30am 

Dionisio Espiritu 
5:00pm 

All St. Margaret’s Parishioners 

Sunday, April 12 
8:00am 

Ben Bednarik 

10:00am 
Special Intention Krzysztof Chelminski 

12:00pm 
Maryann Rocco 

For all our parishioners 
suffering from chronic 
illness, as well as: Jim Rojas, 
Marilyn Vacchio, Wendiann 
& Nicholas Alfieri, Laura 
Durant, Laura Positano, Lorraine Vogel, 
Ray Klyn, Veronica Sheridan-Cox, 
Joseph Laria,  Scott Spencer, Christina 
Muller, James & Catherine Reynolds, 
Valarie & Victor Aurigue, Elizabeth 
Robitaille, Diana Lyons, James DeVivo, 
Lauren Esposito, Steven Vacchio, 
Brooklyn Gonzalez, Melissa Kitching, 
Angela Discepola, Christine Rosado, 
Joseph Benevento, Rosemarie Rizzo-
Cohen, James Bennett, Katherine & 
Kenneth Kermain, John Sullivan, 
Melissa Rodgers, Richard Martin, Suriah 
Bridglall, Estelle Beauchamp, Nicholas 
DiMonda, Christopher D’Costa, Crotieau 
Family, Brahaspatti Lewing, Jaime 
Ottenwalder [U.S. Navy], Carol Etro, 
John Roucoulet, Raymond Grunthaner, 
John Positano, Helena Corona, Caroline 
Petrone & Family 

Family members: please resubmit names for 
those who are ill. We will list them for four 
weeks, and then remove them unless told 

otherwise. Please note: due to privacy issues, 
we can include names given by the individual 

or a health care proxy only. Thank you. 

Sacrificial Giving 
Thank you to all who so generously give to the support of our parish. 
You are returning to God what God has so generously given to you. 

March 28/29 

                                                        Stewardship                           Envelopes 

Collected at Mass $9,841.00…………………...203 
Mailed Contributions  $3,229.00……………………44 
 

Total Collection $13,070.00 

Readings for Next Sunday 
Second Sunday of Easter 

First Reading………………Acts 2:42-47 

Second Reading………………1 Pt 1:3-9 

Gospel………………………Jn 20:19-31 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—1:00pm, 2:00—5:00pm 

Friday 9:00am—1:00pm 
(631) 732-3131 

81 COLLEGE ROAD  SELDEN  NY 11784-2813 

Parish Membership: We welcome all new parishioners! We ask them 
to register at the Parish Center and encourage the use of weekly 
envelopes. If you are moving, please notify the office. 

Marriages: Couples should make arrangements in person at least one 
year in advance for required interview. At least one of the parties must 
live within the parish boundaries or be a registered member of the parish. 
Please call the Parish Center for an appointment. No dates will be set over 
the telephone. 

Baptisms: Ideally, prospective parents should call the Parish Center 
before the expected birth to discuss the arrangements for your baptism. 
The ceremony is held the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month.  

Faith Formation Office ~ Parish Center:  
Monday—Thursday: 9:00am – 4:00pm. Call for an appointment - x131 

Parish Outreach Ministry ~ Parish Center:  
Tuesday—Thursday: 10:00am – 1:00pm. Call for an appointment - x119 
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The Easter Mystery: A Call to Love 
 

In the gospel for Easter Sunday, we have Saint John’s account of the two apostles, Peter and John, 
discovering the tomb empty. The evangelist records how John, the younger of the two, outran Peter and 
arrived first at the sepulcher. But the younger apostle deferred to Peter and allowed him to enter first. John 
followed and the evangelist remarks of him that he saw and believed. (cf. Jn 20:8) 

 

Seeing leads to believing. But why is it said of only one apostle that he believed? John is the beloved 
apostle. (cf. Jn 21:20) He sees and believes out of love. 

 

Love is not an illusion. It is not a deception. It doesn’t mistake beauty for dread but sees the beauty in 
dread. The apostle who sees and believes out of love is there at the Cross. (cf. Jn 19:26) He is the only 
apostle on Calvary; all the others had scattered. The ten others (excluding Judas whom we believe took his 
own life) couldn’t bring themselves to see a suffering and dying Jesus. Their eyes couldn’t stand the sight. 

 

Christian love doesn’t turn a blind eye to the unpleasant and the embarrassing. It sees and beholds it. Recall 
that just a few days ago, in the Liturgy of the Passion on Good Friday, the priest held aloft a wooden cross 
and sang: “Behold the wood of the Cross, on which hung the salvation of the world.” (Roman Missal) Our 
response was not exactly timid or retiring: “Come, let us adore,” we cried out. (Roman Missal) All these 
centuries later, it’s easy to sing out in full measure – after all, we are just gazing on a replica of the real 
thing. But John saw the real thing: a real crucifixion and a real Risen Christ. 

 

Paul of Tarsus was a man who thought he saw things accurately but he was terribly wrong regarding his 
first perception. In the Acts of the Apostles, the sacred author describes a blind Paul (cf. Acts 8-9) before 
his conversion. The blindness is removed when Ananias lays hands on him. (cf. Acts 9:12) Amazingly, 
“things like scales fell away from his eyes and he regained his sight. He got up and was baptized.” (Acts 
9:18) 

 

What accounts for this conversion? It is love. It is the more excellent way in Saint Paul’s thinking and leads 
the apostle to write that magnificent ode to love in his First Letter to the Corinthians. After a wonderful 
description offered by the apostle – Love is patient, love is kind. . ., etc., the apostle still writes the 
following: “At present we see darkly, as if through a glass.” (1 Cor. 13:12) 

 

We think we see clearly, but we really don’t. What the Resurrection does is allow us to see with the eyes of 
faith. We catch a glimpse of what is in store for those who love. For us, there is no surprise when Jesus 
calls loving God the greatest commandment. (cf. Matt 22:34-40) Yet, the most remarkable thing of all is 
not that we love God, but that He loves us first. (cf. 1 Jn 4:10) 

 

The Lord gives us a body, as Saint Paul notes, on the pattern of the Son’s glorified body. (cf. Phil 3:21) 
There is a foretaste of this surpassing mystery in the act of Eucharistic Communion. We who receive Holy 
Communion eat the bread which has come down from heaven. Eating this bread will bring us eternal life. 
(cf. Jn 6:51) There isn’t a more profound union with the Lord that we can have now, in this life. And, yes, it 
foreshadows the life which is ours in heaven. 
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Divine Mercy Novena 

The Divine Mercy Novena began on Good Friday, April 3rd. 
Beginning Easter Monday, Daily Novena will be after morning Mass. 

Divine Mercy Sunday is April 12th. 

Divine Mercy Sunday celebration will take place 
next Sunday at 1:30PM in the church. All are invited! 

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

Sundays 11:15-11:45am 
Saturdays 4:00-4:45pm 

Thursday, April 9th 3:00-6:00pm 

 

 
CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catholic Relief 

Services, the official international humanitarian agency of 
the Catholic community in the United States. Through CRS 
Rice Bowl, faith communities in every diocese throughout 
the United States put their faith into action through prayer, 

fasting, and almsgiving. Videos, resources, reflections, 
stories of hope, recipes, and more can be found on their 

website: www.crsricebowl.org. Rice bowls may be returned 
after Easter Sunday at mass or at the Parish Center. 

Adult Confirmation Classes 
We invite adult Catholics who have never celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation 

to attend our Confirmation Preparation Program. Adult Catholics will be confirmed on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 24th, at the 10:00am Mass. Catechesis for Confirmation begins 
Monday, April 13th, at 7:30pm in the Parish Center. The classes will last five sessions, 

concluding on May 11th. Attendance for all five sessions is mandatory. 

Topics discussed include Faith, Christ, Church, Sacraments, and Morals. A copy of your 
updated Baptismal Certificate will be required. Call the Parish Center or email Adriana 

at ABurtoff@saintmargaret.com for more information or if you have any questions. 

 From all the staff at 
Saint Margaret’s... 

Bible Study 
Bible Study takes places on 

Wednesdays at 10:00am in the Parish 
Center, led by Deacon Ed Hayes. 

All are invited. Please bring your bible. 

Catechism Classes 
We will be offering a ten-week course 

of Catechism Study on Tuesday 
afternoons in the Parish Center, 
beginning Tuesday, April 14th, at 

2:00pm. This course will be a one-hour long session 
of immersion in the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church (CCC) each week. As long as the class has 
ten attendees, the course will run. If interested in 
attending, consider calling the Parish Center to 
indicate your interest. We will have extra copies 

of the Catechism if you do not have one. 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crsricebowl.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clauren.carroll%40crs.org%7Cb405c840d9ab47492f6908d961bd7528%7Cb80c308cd08d4b07915c11a92d9cc6bd%7C0%7C0%7C637648288619074694%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoi


  Page 5 



Page 6 

 

 
Is your marriage tearing you apart? Do you feel 

hurt and angry? Does talking make it worse? 
Thought of leaving or divorce? Marriage heading 

in the wrong direction? 

Retrouvaille is a practical program for married 
couples facing difficult challenges. It is not a mar-
riage retreat, or counseling. You will not be asked 

to share the personal details of your story. 
Retrouvaille is different; it’s a way to improve 
your communication, help you reconnect, and 

build a healthy, happier, stronger marriage. 

Couples of all faiths are welcome to attend. 
Retrouvaille is a Christian Peer Ministry offering 
tens of thousands of marriages hope in over 160 

communities world-wide. 

Their next weekend is 

April 24-26, 2026 
The Immaculate Conception Seminary, Huntington 

(516) 405-0323 | HelpOurMarriage.org | Register by 4/17 
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Food Pantry Needs 
The parish food pantry assists the needy in the 

community. We ask that parishioners who would 
like to make donations to bring them to the front 

door of the Parish Center during office hours or to 
place items in the box in the back of the church. 
Please do not leave items by the locked front doors of 
either building. Thank you! This week’s requests: 

 Canned Peas 
 Canned Chicken 
 Peanut Butter/Jelly 
 Beef Stew/Chili 

 Oatmeal 
 Pasta Sides 
 Egg Noodles 
 Shampoo 

Vacation Bible School 
Rainforest Falls: Experiencing the Nature of God 

July 6-10 | 9:15am—12:30pm 
Ages 4 years to entering 6th grade Fee: $50 per child 

Volunteers Needed! Adults & Students grade 7 and up. High Schoolers welcome. 
Registration is now open! Limited to first 100 children. 

Any questions, contact Jackie Mirenda at 732-3131 x131 or jmirenda@saintmargaret.com 

Twenty Minutes 
with the 

Pastor/Director 
Sundays at 9:30am 

 April 12 — Levels 6 & 7 

 April 19 — Levels 3, 4, & 5 

 April 26 — Levels 1 & 2 

 May 3 — Levels 6 & 7 

 May 10 — Levels 3, 4, & 5 

SPRING 
OPEN HOUSE 

 

Sunday, April 19th — 1:00pm 
Campus tours begin at 12:00pm 

Register at 
molloy.edu/openhouse26 

Save the Date 
May Crowning 
Sunday, May 10th—11:00am following the 10:00 Mass 

Annual Communion Breakfast 
Sunday, May 17th—11:00am following the 10:00 Mass 

Adult Confirmation Celebration 
Pentecost Sunday, May 24th—10:00am 
Reception to Follow in Auditorium 

http://www.molloy.edu/openhouse26

